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utmost to prevent the consequences to which those facts -will
lead if they are undisputed.104
Grey did not ask the House of Commons for definite
endorsement of any precise measures. He was merely
skilfully informing them of what he had done so far, assur-
ing them that his hands were still free and that it was for
Parliament to decide; but at the same time he persuasively
placed before them his own conviction that England ought
not to stand aside. The applause with which his speech
was greeted left no doubt that Parliament would support
him. After the speech and the Cabinet meeting in the
evening, Grey confided to Cambon that the Cabinet had
decided next morning to send instructions to the British
Ambassador in Berlin to demand that the German ulti-
matum to Belgium be withdrawn. "If they refuse/' added
Grey, "there will be war."105
The Cabinet's decision was strengthened next day,
August 4, by news that the Germans had actually violated
Belgian territory. At 2 P.M. Sir Edward Grey sent the
ultimatum to Berlin. He mentioned Germany's ultimatum
to Belgium and the report that "Belgian territory has been
violated at Gemmenich." "In these circumstances, and in
view of the fact that Germany declined to give the same
assurance respecting Belgium as France gave last'week in
reply to our request/* Grey repeated his request, and asked
that a satisfactory reply be received in London by midnight.
Otherwise, Sir Edward Goschen was to ask for his pass-
ports, and the British Embassy was to be turned over to
the care of the American Ambassador,1**
Sir Edward Goschen took the ultimatum to the German
Foreign Office about 7 P,M. Jagow told him that no such
assurance as requested could be given. He had already
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